THE CHURCH OF CHRIST
Established; On the Day of PentecostircaA.D. 33
Namec¢ Church of Chrisar Christian Church

Ordinances:
Christian Baptism, the immersion of thepentantbeliever in wateifor the
forgivenesf sinsand receipt of the Holy Spirit.
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Steps into Salvation:
1) First, believe.
Believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the Living God who died for
your sins and offers salvation as a free gift for all who patrttrust in
Him.

WS & dza FoiaGod $9 Joved the world that he gave His one
and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but
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this not fromyourselves, it is the gift of God not by works, so
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2) Repent of your sins.

To repent means to change your mind. Decide today that you no longer
want to live life doing your own thing, but that you wantto®od D2 R Q:
path instead.
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wiped out, that times of refreshing might come from the
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3) Confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.
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in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be
a I @ §Admans 10:9 NIV)

4) Be baptized into Christ.

To be baptized means to be immersed with water. It is a symbol of the
death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, remindinthatsvhen

we are saved we die to oselves and are raised to live a new life in
Christ.
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the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And
you will receive the gift of the Holy SNk (Acbst2:38 NIV)
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the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were
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5) Live for Christ.

Once you place your trust in Jesus Christ aoBawud are reconciled
GAGK D2RX &2dz KF@S 06SSy 02Ny | 3l A
baby there are some things you can do to grow to spiritual maturity.

Obedience is very convincing evidence of your sincerity in wanting a
joyous walk and relationshiwith God.

If you would like to make a decision to follow Jesus Christ or have any
other spiritual questions, please contact our Senior Minister. You may
reach him at 815.673.1581.
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CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST PASTORS

J.G. Tully
Charles Rowe
Mr. Ingram

N.S. Bastian
R.B. Hoge
Wilson Collins
Noah J. Wright
Eureka Students
W. H. Applegate
I.R. Spencer
Upton Coombs
Mr. Sabin

L.O. Lehman
Myron Pontius
Ira Parvin
Charles Hougham
R.B. Doan

C.M. Smithson
Benjamin Tate
Floyd Tucker
Harry Phillippi
B.H. Cleaver
C.C. Wisher
Ben C. Crow
Charles Ross
C.K. Riclrds

A. Delaney Votaw
Glen Crawford
Leland Tyrrell
Willard Leavens
Lincoln York
Richard Sutherlin
Dean Sloniger
Walter Puckett
Edgar Smith
John Castelein
Tim Hughes
Mark Upchurch
Charles Cline

1870¢ 1871
1871¢ 1873
1873¢ 1877
1877-1880
1880- 1881
1881¢ 1882
1882¢ 1884
1884¢ 1892
1892¢ 1893
1893¢ 1895
1895¢ NA

NA ¢ 1900
1900¢ 1901
1901¢ 1902
1903¢ 1904
1904¢ 1908
1908¢ 1910
1910¢ 1914
1914¢ 1916
1916¢ 1917
1917¢ 1919
1919¢ 1922
1922¢ 1924
1924¢ 1925
1925¢ 1929
1929 ¢ 1930
1930¢ 1939
1939¢ 1943
1943¢ 1948
1948¢ 1953
1953¢ 1957
1957¢ 1966
1966¢ 1969
1969¢ 1971
1971¢ 1975
1975¢ 1978
1978¢ 2004
2004¢ 2008

2008c¢ Present



ADULT MINISTRY
Robert Monts 1990¢ 2000
Butch Ringwald 2001¢ 2011
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Melanie Sanders 1996¢ 2002

Sharla lnsen 2002¢ 2003

Evelyn Taylor 200Bresent

YOUTH MINISTERS&d/or CHRISTIAN EDUCATION DIRECTOR

Mary Spear 1956¢ 1957
Donna Boston 1957¢ 1958
Dale Gates 1958¢ 1961

David Carrithers 1962¢ 1964
Shirley Dahlquist 1964¢ 1968
Roger Shanholtzerl969¢ 1971
Mitchell Simpson 1972¢

Jim Mort 1973¢ 1978
Richard Bersett 1978¢ 1983
Rod Bowman 1983¢ 1986
Rondel Ramsey 1986¢ 2001
Darin Hansen 2001¢ 2003
Chad Kennedy 2003¢ Present

WORSHIP MINISTERS

Kent Sanders 1996¢ 2003
Kurt Smith 2004¢ 2007
Tony Ross 2010¢ Present



CHURCH HISTORY

J.W. Barnhart, a devoted Christian man, was a leader in establishing the
Christian Church in Streator, which first met in a little chapel shared by
people of all denominations. The Articles of Organization were drawn on
July 17, 1870. Mr. J.C. Tully waseaangelist who assistad the
establishing of the Church and remained with them ministering for a few
months. This small congregation met in a hall on Main Street with Brother
Charles Rowe serving as the first regular pastor.

In 1871 Dr. W.L. Streator|eading member of the Euclid Avenue
Christian Church of Cleveland, Ohio (and for whom the City of Streator was
named) encouraged the local congregation to erect their own building. He
gave a plot of land on the north side of the City Park and also edsist
financially. This little chapel was the meeting place from March 27, 1873
until 1905 at which time they oujrew this small onetory, woodframe
building, the dimensions of which were about fifty by sixty feet.
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who was associated with the Christian Publishing Company, held a revival
meeting for the church which resulted in a number of additions to the
membership. The people accepted him wholeheartedly, and at the close of
the meetirng extended an invitation to him to become the second pastor of
the church.

Brother N.S. Bastion was the pastor in 1877, and in 1880 Brother R.B.
Hoge was one of a number of speakers who preached between Streator and
Ancona. In 1881 Wilson Collins came fidfaukegan, lllinois to minister for
one year between these two Christian Churches at the salary of $1,000. The
following two years Brother Noah J. Wright ministered to the church, after
which the pulpit was supplied with ministerial students from EurekiteGe.
Other ministers before 1900 were I.R. Spencer, Upton Coombs, and Brother
Sabin.

In 1900 L.O. Lehman, a student of Eureka College, was called to preach
for the church. Seeing the need for proper financial support he went before
the Board of Illinoi€hristian Missionary Society and filed a claim which was
granted and maintained until the church became self supporting. It was
through his efforts that the church received the financial help which made it
possible for a new brick building to be construtia 1905. In later years
Brother Lehman became the President of Eureka College.

Myron L. Pontius served as minister from 1901 until October 1902. His
first audience numbered 16, 15 women and 1 man. The congregation grew
rapidly and within one year thereare 87 members.

Following a brief ministry by Ira L. Parvin, Charles D. Hougham was
called in 1904 and remained here until the autumn of 1908. By April 1905
funds amounting to $3,740 had been raised for the construction of the new
church building. Mr. McGeen, Dr. Hill and Mr. Hougham, the minister,
were appointed to investigate plans and costs of a suitable building for the
growing congregation. By the end of May 1905 a lot with a house on one
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end at the corner of Park and Bridge Streets, was purch&sen a Mrs.
Jacobs. This wassed for many years as a residence for church janitors, and
later remodeled and used as a parsonageAligust 1905 ground was

broken for the church. The following document was placed in the
cornerstone:

DEDICATION OF NEW CHRIS TOAURCH
March 11, 1906

Corner Park and Bridge Streets, Charles D. Hougham, Pastor. Old
building and lot North of City Park sold to Walter Reeves for the sum of
$3,250. Ground broken for new church building in August 1905. W.L. Ley
Superintendent of Construction. Trustees: Joe Coe, Dr. H.C. Hill, J.C. Pirkey.
Building Committee: A.S. Ross, J.C. McCowen, E.A. Gilbert, W.L. Ley, and D
Hill. Superintendent of Collections: Bertha Custer Miller. Architects: Deal
and Gientzel of Lindwo, lllinois. Total cost of church building, lot and
fixtures, etc., about $16,250.

R.B. Doan ministered to the congregation from 1908 until August 1910.
During his ministry, the Fife Brothers conducted an evangelistic meeting in
March 1910. At this tim one of thestained glass windows was bgdl
damaged by lightning.



In December 1910, C.M. Smithson was called to minister to the Streator
church and remained until July 1914. January 1911, because of its central
location within the city, the name was chajto Central Church of Christ.

In July 1913, a threweek meeting held by evangelist Charles Reign Scoville
met with great success. When Brother Smithson came here the church was
still a mission one when he left it was self supporting. The Sunday School
average increased from 60 to 254 during his ministry.

BrotherBenjamin W. Tate followed Mr. Smithson and was pastor until
February of 1916. An important church event was the rally picnic of all
Christian churches of LaSalle County held the last Satofdagptember in
Chautauqua Park.

Tragedy struck in the form of a fire on Sunday morning November 28,
1915 when the church was completely destroyed. The fire was discovered
about 8:00 A.M. and was presumed to have originated from the furnace.




Rebuilding of the church began at once, but meanwtdimbined
services were held morning and evening on Sundays with the Baptist
Brethren. Our congregation paid half the expenses for fuel and other
utilities.

In April 1916 Brother Floyd Tucker was cadled ministered here until
March 1917. On June 18, 1916, after meeting for a time in the basement
while the building was completed, the church was rededicated by Brother
Snivley, who led in raisir1,000which was sufficient to pay off the
indebtedness..W. Camp, who for many years was minister at the Ancona
/| KdzZNDK>X &aSNBSR |G GKS [2NRQa ¢l ofS
grandson, Joseph Camp, served as an elder as long as his health permitted.

B &

Brother Harry Phillippi succeeded Brother Tuckefpril 1917 and was
the pastor until the time of his death in April 1919 following an
appendectomy. Brother Phillippi was loved by the entire community.



In September 1919, Ben H. Cleaver became pastor and remained here
until the autumn of 1922. A forerudhiNJ 2 ¥ 2 dzNJ LINB&ASy G RI
was a Junior Christian Endeavor Society which was organized in May of 1920
with Mrs. A.D. Wabel serving as Superintendent. Christian Endeavor
meetings were held in the basement during the morning preaching hour
and those in attendance who wished communion were served during this
time.

Brother C.C. Wisher became pastor in November 1922, and remained
until November 1924. Gleaning through the old record book we gather that
GKS G2aGFt LI &YSyld 27 ofteiNddtimdeNI 2 A A KS|I

The pulpit committee recommended extending a call to Brother Ben
Claire Crow, who accepted with the following provisions: that he receive a
salary of $4(er week; have use of the church apartment; his moving
expenses were to be paid; acation of three weeks to include but two
Sundays; a call of two year extension or more, and the privilege of spending
two or three days a month in Chicago for study. However, Brother Crow
terminated his ministry in October, 1925 to go to Europe to studsgim
5dzZNAYy3 . NRPGKSNI/ NRPgQa YAYAAaUNER KS
with a total of sixty voices.

Mr. and Mrs. Charles M. Ross, who succeeded Mr. Crow, expressed
thanks to the group of ladies who readied the church apartment for them.
Mrs. Rossccepted the responsibility of directing the already organized
junior chair.

Probably a remote beginning of our church library was when the
22YSyQa /KNRAGALFY aAaaizyl NBE {20ASi
circulating library of a few very good bookbkich had been read by about
50 members.

Brother Ross resigned in 1928, to accept the call as Regional
Superintendent of Religious Education for the Southwest District of the
United Christian Missionary Society with his office to be at Fort Worth,
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Texas. i resignation was accepted with regret and he was commended for
the excellent leadership he had provided during his ministry.

There was a period of three months when the church was without a
resident pastor. Mr. Ross left on October 29, 1928, and aftesfah
consideration of three different applicants, Mr. C.K. Richards, who was at
that time the minister at Flanagan, was extended a cathinister here and
he began his services February 1, 1929.

During these years, too, the depression must have beemlyefelt
within the congregation because minutes of the board meetings reveal that
paid suppers were again used as a means of aiding in fina@eee supper
which is reported cleared $38.58, with these proceeds being paid toward
the coal bill. Another mject mentioned was the sale of magazine
subscriptions, proceeds again being used toward the coal bill.

In October 1930, Delaney A. Votaw began his ministry with the church.
Hisaunt, Miss Sue Catlin, lived with him and filled the position as hostess
within the parsonageltg & RdzZNAYy 3 . NRPGKSNJ £20G1 g1
the Mite Bottle System was inaugurated taking the place of chsogipers
and paid entertainmentvhich involved the solicitation of donations and the
selling of tickets. This system catsid of each family placing a milk bottle
on their table at each meal at which time a thanks offering would be made.
At the end of each quarter the families would turn their offeringarbe
applied to the needs of the church. This was started in the $836 and by
1938, the church was free of debt and several improvements had also been
made including new carpet for the sanctuary, new choir robes, and the
purchase of 150 new hymnals.

Atacongregational board meeting held in January 1932, a discussion
was held in regard to money then owed to the missionary fund treasury.
Brother Votaw suggested that in future this 15% be paid each month into
the missionary fund in preference to paying his salary. The days of
depression weredit very keenly duringhese yearsand the paying of the
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coal bill for the church became a real problem. So very real, in fact, that to
avoidthe necessity of cash to provide coal, the men of the church

volunteered their time and service to go into a strip mine and dig the coal
anddek GSNJ Al G2 GKS OKdzZNOKQa O2Ff 0A)
Odzii . NB (G KSNJ * 2 {ifo 818aweek bdgihn MafcN& Y b H |
1933, and there is record that on many occasions this was even paid on the
installment plan. In 1933, the minuteKL 6 G KSNB 41 & | &6
who secured some wood for the churahdthis in turn was cut up by

several members of the congregation for fuel.

In 1933, a representative of the United Christian Missionary Society
visited at a meeting of the Board asgithat Streator join with other
Christian churches in contributing $2.50 per month toward expenses of the
Christian Church at the University of Illinois where 800 of the students were
members of Christian churches. It was voted to participate in thisrprog
and to take the amount from the missionary funds. At this same board
meeting it was recommended that any organization holding a meeting in
the church builéhg pay 25 cents toward the light bill.

In September 1933, the matter of using ehalf of allmissionary
money for the support of Mr. and Mrs. Bare, missionaries to Tibet, was
considered and a letter was directed to the United Christian Missionary
Society informing them of this intention. At the next meeting it was voted to
accept this recommendaii for the period of one year.

aNXpP +201 6Q&8 YAYAAOINR KIFIR GKS f 2y 3
ministering to this congregation up to that time, eight years and three
months. His resignation became effective in December 1938 when an
exchange of pastoratesas made with the minister at Blue Island, lllinois.

Glen Crawford assumed the duties as our minister on January 1, 1939.
Mr. Crawford brought to the worship service extreme dignity in both the
form of service as well as his attifEhis is the firstmerdy 2 F G KS [ :
Supper being made available during the evening worship hour. The church
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supervision being highly appreciated. The united service started at this time,
with church service being held at 10:00 AThen the congregation moved
directly to the Bible School classes for study. PreshigBible School was

held first,with church service being held as an assembly immediately after.
There was a notable increase in worship hour attendance at this time,

making worship and Bible School attendance practically the same. Mr.
Crawford resignednd they left Streator in March 1943.

Leland Tyrrell followed Brother Crawford, beginning his ministry in May
1943. He went right to work. It must have been his immediate goal for us to
withdraw from the United Christian Missionary Society because records
reveal that it was only July of this same year that we did sever connections
with the society and then in the fall of the next year, September 1944, we
had our first annual missionary rally. Among those who spoke at this first
rally were Earl Hargove, theserving as president of Lincoln Christian
College and Seminary, Robert Lillie and Willard Leavens are two familiar
names who presided at sessions: J.H. Cachairras, Tibbs Maxey, who later
started the College of the Scriptures; Hollis Duhon, and Carostoangit
this first rally nine states were represented, 277 were registered, and the
total attendance was over 800. This was aslay rally with services
Tuesday afternoon and evening and Wednesday morning, afternoon, and
evening. Our missionary ralliesrtinued to grow through the years with
many missionaries and recruits telling of their work and hopes for the
future. Groups from churches hundre@f miles from Streator attended the
rally being guests of the church families, and maspecially Bibledlege
students, using the church basement for sleeping. The National Missionary
Rally of today had its beginning as a direct result and outgrowth of our own
rallies many years ago.

It was during these years too that World War Il was being fought. In
Stredor there was an organization known as The Streator Parents Service
Canteen. It was a neprofit short-order restaurant, the food being provided

by public spirited citizens and organizations from Streatorland. Ladies of our
13



church took their turn, and on emy occasions fed as many as two to three
thousand. At times they wondered if the food would hold out, but
reinforcements were always provided by the folks in the background.

HARENTS “SERVICE CLUBA: FREECANTEN smmomu

IPF 3!—7"1’ D& SERVED BY O«GAN!"ATION‘-‘ OF THIS&OTHER CITIES

Christien  Church

In May 1948, Brother Tyrrell resigned with the intention of entering the
missia fields of South Africa. However, this was never fulfilled because his
family could not obtain their visa from the government. They finally
accepted this circumstance, and he beeaPresident of Winstoisalem
Bible College, a school for training Negrothren for the ministry. Along
with their decision, an important one was made by our congregation on
their behalf. Mrs. Tyrrell was taken as a livlimk missionary to receive
support from our church at $1,000year.

Mr. and Mrs. Tyrrellwere invitedto® G KS FANRG 2F GKS
ministers to speak during our centennial year activities.

Mr. Willard Leavens was extded a call and became our minister in
August 1948. It is to be noted that Mr. Leavens was singularly honored as
being the only pastor orhe program of the % National Missionary
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convention held at Dodge City, Kansas. He delivered a message as well as
took part in a panel discussion. Mr. Leavens resigned in Decelfbar

Lincoln York became minister in February 1953 and his family was the
first to occupy the newly remodeled parsonage located at 203 & Rar
They moved into it in September 1953. At this time the third floor of the
church, which had always been used as the parsonage, was transformed
into Bible School classrooms. It waghas time, too that the church building
was remodeled and entirely redecorated. Large folding doors were removed
supplying a much needed overflow area for worship services. Pews for this
small chapel were given to us by the Church of the Nazarene whotikd b
a new house of worship.

A special board meeting was held in September 1953 to adopt the
proposal that we broadcast our morning worship service over the local radio
station on a one year trial basis. It is to be noted that this was, and still is, so
wef £ NBEOSAOSR GKIG 2dzNJ g2NBEKA L) aSND
over station WIZZ.

In July 1954 it was decided to have morning worship at 9:00 A.M. during
the summer months. Howey, from then on, that was theain time for
our morning service itowed by the Bible School hour.

In the ring of 1955 our records indicate that the church officially
decided that we stay in the Rock River Christian Camp Association. Since
then our youth have attended camp at Polo, lllinois, and our ministers serve
onthe board of directors, along with one of our board members.

In September 1956, for the first time, a youth minister was hired. She
was Miss Mary Spear, a graduate of igdh College, Tennessee, who also
served us as church secretary. Miss Spear, as yoiister, created new
enthusiasm in our evening youth hour groups and guided the young people
in planning outstanding socials to which area churches were invited. She
resigned in August 1957 to be married but remained in Streator and active
in leadership.

15



Christmas Eve 1956 was the first annual presentation of the Christmas
Pantomime, at that time under the capable direction of Mrs. Robert
Campbell. With the exception of one year, we have withessed the
presentation of this ageless story bringing a vivicbikection of the Biblical
I O02dzyi 2F W2aSLIK FyR al NBQa 22 dzNJy ¢
Inn, the birth of theSavioE I yR GKS FI O 2F WSa&dza
world. Through the years this Christmas stagsseen by hundreds who
wanttobS Ay GKS [ 2NRQa |1 2dzaS 2y [/ KNRA AL
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and accepted with regret. Kenneth Broad, son of dMrd Mrs. Richard
Board and one of the Timothies of this church, served as temporary minister
during July and August 1957.

This time was a particularly difficult one in that with the resignation of
Mr. York and Miss Spear the congregation was welcoming two new
ministers. Miss Donna Boston, a senior student at Lincoln Bible Institute,
was hiredas youth minister and church secretary. She began her duties on
Sunday, August 18, 1957. She would serve weekends (Friday afternoons
through Monday evenings) and then begin full time service after graduation
in June of 1958. She remained with us only afstime however, because
in July 1958 she resigned to become head of the music department at
Midwest Christian College.

Mr. Richard Sutherlin began his ministry with us September 1, 1957, and
when he resigned in July 1966, he had completed the longessimyiraf
any who had served our congregation up to that time.

Mr. Dale Gates joined Mr. Suthery Q& YAYA&aGiNR I O2YA
Director of Christian Education and Minister of Youth in November 1958.
51 fSQa FoAftAGeE Ay GKS progratviagi Ay SR
exceptional. He gave excellent guidance in the very first planning of our
present educational building, making charts which looked to our future
needs. Mr. Gates innovated many new ideas within our structure. He
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catalogued and increased a gtedeal of the audio visual library that has
proven a great help in theducational program. He putshown personal

library at the disposal of our peopteand it was a great oneand this led

to the desire toenlarge that which we had theim order tocompensate for

the lack of building space, and at the same time reach out to incude

high school young peoplea¥ation Bible School was held for ggehool

through junior age youth during the morning, and classes for jumgh and

high school youtlwere held in the evening. Dale léd the organization of

an excellent Christian education department; montiMgrkers conferences
were held which benefited all teachers and workers who availed themselves
of this training. As the youth of that day have now become adults, many of
0KSY KIgS 02YS (G2 I LIWINBOAIGS 51t SQ:
Brother Dag¢ Gates tendered his resignation to become effective in August.
He planned to continue his education, and was enrolled for the fall semester
in the graduate school of Bob Jones University.

We saw many changand additions and there was much activity
duind G KS GAYS 2F aNX {dziKSNXAyQa YAhi
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available to the people of the community, which according to the telephone
O2YLI yeQa GlrodzZ lGA2ya 61 & dzaSR NB 3«
transferred from our congregation to a project of the Streator Ministerial
Association.

In May 1958, we started helping the new Church of Christ in Ottawa,
lllinois in a financial way and continued to do so until they became self
supporting in 1968.

In Januanl 959, the congregation voted to raise missionary giving from
20% to 25%.

For many months our church board had been negotiating to purchase
lots that adjoined the church property. This had always turned out
negatively so that at the October 12, 1959 boardeting the
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recommendation of the survey committee to construct a new church
building was approved. In May 1960, the congregation voted, 85% in favor,
to relocate and build a new church building. It was voted to include
parsonage plas, and to build a pamhage at the same time that the church
building was being constructed, as this, in the long run, would be a
tremendous savings since workmen and material were on the location. In
July 1960, it was decided to contact Mr. Walter Goodman of Goodman
Church Budlers to come to Streator and meet with a special building
committee. At a special meeting March 9, 1961 the church board voted to
purchase land located at the east edge of Streator on Highway 18, and the
Board placed the final buying arrangements in tlamdhs of our trustees. In
5SOSYOSNI mtpcm aNXP D22RYIFyYyQa LI Fya -
accepted. At the same meeting Mr. Lester Pifer was hired as the leader in
our fund raising campaign.

Just to reemphasize the need for a new building that wouldbadif
additional space, on April 1, 1962 two morning worship hours were begun
the first at 9:00 A.M., with Bible School at 10:15, followed by the second
worship service beginning at 11:10 A.M. Our elders and deacons and
families were urged to attend thetir service whenever possible to
alleviate crowded conditions at the early one.

David Carrithers was hired as Youth Minster in 1962, and then in
September was given a contract to serve on a weet basis. Dave
introduced the idea of having a missionarggent his work at the Vacation
Bible School Sessions. Audrey Lazarus of Jamaica was the missionary that
first year of the program. This type of VBS missionary project proved to be
so successful and was so well received that since that time we have always
endeavored to have a missionary present the missionary part of the
program.

We want to again talk about plans and progress of the building
program. On September 10, 1962 it was recommended to accept a contract
on a loan of $200,000rom Peoples Savings and Loan, this sulijeceview
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by the church lawyer. This was voted on, and accepted by the congregation
at a special meeting January 27, 1963. Ground breaking ceremonies were
set for March 20, 1963.

The church had prayed, studiedokked and sacrificed for the great
moment of actually breaking ground for our new church building. The
weather had been extremely miserable a few days before the scheduled
ground breaking Sunday, but on that date we awoke to a beautiful sunshiny
[ 2 NR (54 thab thedceremony was completed under perfect weather
conditions. The following day the weather became damp and chilly. Surely
the Lord smiled down upon us in our efforts. Then, there followed one year
of dedicated service!

Our men and women did evenpn-professional job they could to keep
expenses at a minimum in our building program. We had a wonderful
building superintendent on the job, Frank Stenzinger, who represented Mr.
Goodman, so that in just one year our building was completed and Open
Housewas held April 26, 1964 with Dedication Sunday being May 31, 1964.

Other important dates that we want to record in the program of our
building are: construction of thirst parsonage was started in July 1963. In
August 1963, our property at Park anddgje Streets was put up for sale in
the hands of the church trustees, with final approval to be given by the
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Board. September, 1963 was the ceremony of cornerstone laying which was
another impressive and historic ceremony.

Miss Shirley Kruse, who was to @g@aduated in June 1964 from Lincoln
Christian College was hired as Director of Christian Education in May 1964.
During her ministry, Miss Kruse led our young people in many successful
RN} YFGAO SYRSIF@2NE® hyS S FTSSt aKk:
hy GKS /NRaazé Iy 9FadSNILXFes GKI

After many months of study a constitution and-layvs were drawn up
and at a meeting of the Boardune 28, 1964 were accepted. It was
recommended they be presented to the congregation. At a gheci
congregational meeting on December 19, 1965, after some minor
alterations, they were adopted.

One of the outstanding meetings that many of us can remember is the
Festival of Faith Crusade conducted by Brother Medford Jones in November,
1964, the first ach meetings in our new worship facilities. Mr. Jones is an
expert in compiling information and consulting with the ministers and
leadership concerning church growth. We were blessed in so many ways
from this meeting. The Crusade closed with a total oétyifiive additions
68 by Baptism and 27 by transfer of membership. The average attendance
during the meetings was 290.

One of the ougrowths from the church growth consultation with Mr.
w2ySa ¢la (KS adIFINIAy3 2F / KaidRNB Y ¢
three year olds. This not only took many of this age from thetsang but
it afforded them a time of worship at thieown understanding level. The
F2tft26Ay3 @8SFENJ /KAt RNBYyQa / KdzZNOK g |
olds, and then in 1967 PrimafyK A f RNBy Qa / KdzZNOK g1 &

b2d aAyO0OS Ay (KS mdbonQad KIFIR (KS f
where they could meet together for a common purpose of service, as well
as to enjoy Christian fellowship until on Monday, December 6, 1965, under
the leadership of Miss Kruse, the Ladies Fellowship was organized.
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was instigated. This concerned both his pastoral call on the member or
prospect while a hospital patient, and then aissrof followup calls in the
home by the committee in charge of hospital follap visitation.

Mr. Sutherlin resigned in June 1966, becoming effective July 31, 1966. A
reception honoring the Sutherlin family was attended by several hundred
church membersfriends, colleagues in the ministry, and folk of this and the
surrounding community. The Sutherlin family was the first family to occupy
the new parsonage.

Right after we moved into our building the churdrg was planted
with grass seed.rad almost inmediately became a beautiful carpet of
green. In the year 1967, the church grounds were completely, professionally
landscaped. We are very thankful for the work, and care that has been given
to our grounds in keeping them so beautiful.

Mr. Dean Sloniger v&hired to become our minister, and he assumed
duties hee August 31, 1966.
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Also, it was at his suggestion and under his leadership that all
arrangements were made and completed for our church pictorial directory.
This was in the latter part of the year@B. A directory was given to each
family who participated.

Our first annual Teacher Appreciation Banquet was held January 20,
1968. Of course, in previous years our Bible School teachers had been
NEO23IyAT SR YR K2y2NBR oOdzéredi KAa 61| 2
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contributions throughout the year of 1967.
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a beautiful float in the centennial parade. One Sunday aohalich picnic
was held with folkin centennial dress, games of that era being played, and a
wonderful time enjoyed by all who attended.

Mr. Sloniger resigned in October, 1968 and hss 8unday with us was
December 23, 1968. Immediately, he and Pat and their children moved to
Phoenix, Arizona, where they hoped the Arizona climate would greatly
AYLINR DS GKSANI SYGANB FrYAfE@Qa KSI i

Shirley Kruse Dahlquist resigned November 27, 1968 ¢orhe
effective in January 1969. Shirley and her husband, Carl, accepted the call of
inner-city work located at First Christigihurch in East Chicago, Indiana, a
predominately Spanish and Negro community. Following this they served
many years as campanagers at Rock River Christian Camp.

Again, within a short period of years, our church board was faced with
the situation of needing two ministerial positions to be filled. The senior
minister was selected first. Walter Puckett assumed the pastorate here
January 19, 1969 and Roger Shanholtzer was hired as Minister of Youth and
Education and moved to Streator the week of January 20, 1969, assuming
his duties immediately.
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instituted. It was vey successful, and the proceeds of this special offering
were applied to our building fund debt. Again at Easter in 1970 this program
was promoted, and the amount received applied to the new electric organ
that had been purchased for the sanctuary.

In hisduties, Mr. Shanholtzer worked closely with the Christian
Education Committee, the Bible School teachers and the sponsors of the
Christian Youth Hour groups. When he first came, one of the major
improvements in the high school group was ten@me the groild & { 2 dzt
{ SS1TSNE¢ YR G2 Ay aththa haine After owINRIS NI
in Youth Revival in January, 1970, tigh school youth became evemore
conscious of the commitment they must make in telling others afsth
and under the sponsorghiof Mr. and Mrs. Puckett there was a group called
G{ Hdkfy AISNEE GKIF G LINBaSyaGagSR I L2 gSNF
and word.
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Memorial centennial plates were available, as well as booklets. A year of
special activities was planned including a birthday and anniversary offering
two Sundays a month from those who wished to contribute in a special way
to our buildingfund. A special article each week in the &tog Times Press,
Gwl &a £&vas dorgribifed by Walter Puckett, our minister at the
time.

Ly WFydzZ NB FOGAGAGASAE AyOf dzRSR |
Elders and Deacons, an old time melodramanspoed by the WirA-Couple
Class, and theouth of the congregation, under the leadershapour youth
minister, Roger Shanholtzer, led in a gigantic youth crusadeBslhStacy
and a team from Christ in Youth, Inc.

February featured an inspirational maal concert with the Good Twins,
Dwight and Duane, and also an #&thioned box acial sponsored by the
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Challengers Class, with Leland Tyrrell, former minister as special guest. Mr.
Tyrrell, then president of Winston Salem Bible College, brought the mmprni
worship hour message on February'22

91 aGSNJ 6SSTSYR FT2dzy R aLSOALf 3IdzsSa
Home in many of our church family homes. These young people attended
Sunrise Service, enjoyed breakfast at the church, and attended the other
services of the day.

Saturday, April 28 started with a cary-in supper and an evening of
livelyentertainment around the themey t N2 ANK aa £y hdzNJ /
presented by all the adult Bible School classes. Progress in transportation,
telephone, radio and@V, movies and fashions were depicted. Mr. and Mrs.
Willard Leavens, then of Norco, California, who ministered with us from
1948 to 1952, were our guests, with Mr. Leavens preaching the morning of
April 26". Since our time of fellowship with them duringr special
centennial year, Roger Shanholtzer, Leland Tyrrell and Willard Leavens have
all passd away.

Mr. and Mrs. Lincoln York and their daughters, Michele, Martha and
Melanie, and Mrs. Mary Spear Spencer and her family were with us all day
Sunday, May4. Brother York brought the message during both morning
and evening worship hours.

June 28 we welcomed back Dean and Pat Sloniger and their family for
0KS S@SyAy3a aSNBAOSP® !y K2dzNJ 2F G VY3
opportunity to fellowship vith Dean, Pat, Tim, Jonathan and Jennifer. The
following day Mr. Sloniger spoke at the Fat@on Banquet.

July 24, 25, and 26 was a crowded and inspirational weekend of activity
when Mr. andMrs. Dale Gate, Douglas and Susan were with On Friday
evenng Dale conducted a Bible School staff conference using thegthem
G¢SIFOK (2 DNRBgdPE hy { I GdzZNRIFI& KS KSft
brought the message at both morning and evening worship hours on the
[ 2NRQa 51 &
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August 25 was the highlight of theentennial year as Richard, Marian,
Keith, Dirk, Mark and Jay Sutherlin were with us along with Shirley Kruse
Dahlquist. Brother Dick preached at the morning worship hour which was
followed with a potluck picnic at noon and then games and contests for all.

October 511 we were honored to have the Vernon Brothers of
Christian TV Mission for a full week of revival, a time of spiritual enrichment
and outreach.

In November, we hosted the Community Thanksgiving service on
Thanksgiving Eve with a time of felldws and refreshments following. One
{dzyRIF& Ay b20OSYOSN)I a&NI wlYYSI gKz2
LIK2(323INI LIKSNE¢ aK26SR | Y2@AS FALY
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Crusade the first week in February which was held at the Streator High
School auditorium. All four of the Vernon Brothers, B, D.J. and Don,
were here to share their musical and preaching taleAtswhich saw seven
baptisms and seven others who came forward for counseling and an
offering in excess of $2,250.

A farewell reception was held February 14, 1971 following the evening
service for Roger, Ann and Jeff Shanholtzer as they had resignethizom
LR2AAGAZ2Y KSNB G /SyadNrt G2 32 G2 |
Joseph, lllinois. Until a new minister of youth and education was found Bill
and Nancy Watson and Don and Cheryl Cinnamon led the youth program.

In March Dr. Paul Benjamin camrerh Lincoln Christian College to
O2yRdzOG | a{OK22f 2F 9@IyaStravye 7F:
challenged us to realize that our main purpose is to reach others for Christ.

In April Mr. Puckett resigned higosition as minister of Central Church

of Chrst to be effective on Jun€”lin order to accept the position of
Campus Minister at Terre Haute, Indéar. John Castein, the minister of
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the Rutland Christian churcpreached Sunday mornings for us until our
new minister, Edgar A. Smith, his wifénda, and two sons, Kenny and
Danny, arrived in October.

In February of 1972, Mitchell Simpson was hired as Minister of Youth
and Education. Mitch and his wife, Debbie, worked with us here until
September of the same year.

For two successive Wednesday eivgys in May a seminar was held
concerning the eveincreasing problem of drugs. The first wesdo former
drug addicts from Urbana told of their experiences and how they were
cured; the second week a film with Art Linkletter was shown. All of
Streatorlard was invied as the seminar was presented as a public service.

For many years Central Church of Chrestsupporied the North
American Christian Convention both financially and with our attendance.
1972 was an outstanding year with 196 people registened over 100
attending in Cincinnati, Ohio in July. A large number of our young people
attended as both the Soul Singers and the Biael team participated at
the convention.

In September, a very long standing Wednesday riijiie study was
discontinued YR NB LJX  OSR o6& YSyQa FStf2¢a
growth by groups Bible studies.

January of 1973 saw the end of the Vi@t War and we all rejoiced
that the long, frustrating and controversial conflict was over. The church
voted in Januarya hire Jim Mort as the new minister of youth and
education. Jim, Alice, Ruth, Steve and David moved here late in March. At
about that time the congregation voted to build a new parsonage for them
directly behind the church building and west of the exisfiagsonage. It
was purchased as shell which was delivered in May and completed by the
men of the church so that the Mort family moved into it in Afidgust.
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In 1973 our youth programs included Soul Seekers, Alpha Teens, Jet
Cadets, Whirlybirds and SpaCebs. In September a giant youth revival was
held with the Abraham Brothers.

The year 1974 saw many special speakers and events come to Central.
In January Mark Maxey, missionary to Japan since 1950, was here for a
Sunday to share the work he and his fantibve been doing. We supported
Mr. Maxey inhis work in southern Japan farany years, until he retired
and his son, Walter, took over the work, at which time we continued to
contribute to this second generation missionary.

A higHight of the year was aoncert by the Impact Brass and Singers
from OzarlkBible College in July. They presentastmini-concerts in the
afternoon, one at Westgate Plaza Shopping Center and one on the stage at
the City Park, before the evening concert at the church.

In June of 875 Mr. Smith submitted his resignation to be effective
August 18 to answer the call of the campus ministry at Nebraska State
University. The Lord guided the pillpommittee toJohn Castelein who had
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recently returned from serving with a church in haeland, Belgium. Mr.
Castelein was seeking to complete his studies for the Master of Divinity
degree and to make America his home. The congregation voted
unanimously to call the Castelsidohn and Marie, and we were blessed
with their ministry to us fron August 24, 1975 until August 7, 1977.

In November of 1976 our church was challenged to raise over $10,000
to match an anonymous donation and thus retire our building debt. The
goal was reached and a mortgage burning ceremony was held January 30,
1977 wih former pastor, Richard Sutherlin, returning to preach and take
part in our celebration despite a blizzard that weekend which threatened to
prevent his arrival.

Shortly after the mortgage burning, the congregation recognized the
need to blacktop our parkp lot and voted by a large majority to have this
major improvement done. In October of the same year we voted to repair
the roof of the church, realizing that expenses do not cease just because a
mortgage has been burned.

When Mr. Castelein left in Augyshe elders arranged with Timothy W.
Hughes, who was the minister at our sister church in Rutland, to be the
supply minister until they could seek a new man for the position. Mr.

Hughes did an outstanding joand after several months the pulpit
committeerecommended him to fill the pulpit as senior minister on a
permanent basis. Tim, Martha and Jonathan began their ministry with us in
March of 1978. Tyler and Adam were both born here to complete their
FILYAf@d . NPGKSNI ¢AYQa NIYARBIENDE KK A2
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Mort submitted his resignation with his last Sunday to be Jurfe @hce
again the elders faced the task of selecting a man to fill the important
position of working in the field of Christian education. On July 23, 1978 our
congregation voted to call Richard Bersett and his first Sunday with us was
September %. The alichurch picnic scheduled for Septembef"Mas
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combined with a welcome and pantry shower for Rich, Charlotte, Heather
and KristaBersett

¢tKS 2yS IyR 2yfeé [2NRQa 5l& GKI
congregational worship service was Januaty1979 when a blizzard the
night before closed not only our parking lot but also State Highway 18 on
which the church building is located. However, the Hughes and Bersetts, our
ministers and their wives, braved the elements and conducted the worship
service which was broadcast over WIZZ. The regular printed order of
worship was followed and at communion time each listener was
encouraged to partakausing crackers and juice from their own supply.

CSoNHzZE NBE 6l a RS&AAIYIGSR I andfarCl YA f
someyearssince then we have had a special month set aside to offer
unique opportunities for the strengthening and spiritual growth of the
family.

YAy3Qa /ftdzoZ | ySg ARSI -Alybegag dzi K
Wednesday, September 19979after school from 3:30 to 4:30, whenever
school was in session. Mr. Bersett wrote the material used in this program
which was a big success and continued through the 1986 session. In the fall
2F mMpyT Al 6Fa NBLI I OSR ¢ ASéridce)lY L d/ «
which was for children age 4 through §rade and also took place after
school. In the fall of 1991 the program was changed to meet once a month
in the evening from 6:30 to 8:00 as K.I.C.K.S Super Club.

Bethel Series Bible Study Program wastethin 1980 with Mr. Bersett
teaching the two year course preparing the eight who committed
themselves as trainees for a ministry of adult Bible teaching. Following the
completion of their training in December of 1982, several opportunities
were given to he congregation to take the Bethel course in the same two
year format and many of our members availed themselves of this learning
experience.
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In November of 1980 the decision was made to begin shopping for a van
to be used in a transportation ministry. ftat time we were asked to make
GAATFE LINRPYAASaéd FyR aSS K2g 4SSttt T
be purchased with caslf possible. A deadline of Felary 15, 1981 waset
to have a minimum of $6,008nd a maximum of $12,0g@romised. By mid
January there ad been $10,12promised and by March®a used, low
mileage, 15 passenger 1979 Executive model Dodge van was purchased for
$8,200 with the extra money that came in being used to build a garage for
its storage. At that time $11,213.80 haddn donated for the project.

Wishing to pursue a full time preaching ministry, Richard Bersett
resigned April 21, 1983 with his last Sunday to be JuffleNI2. Bersett
went to minister at the First Christian Church in Belleville, lllinois.

On September 271983 Rod Bowman was called to serve as our
minister of youth and education and he, Diane and Allyson moved into the
parsonage on October 27. During his ministry with us, a second daughter,
Katy, was added to their family.

To commemoratdéwenty years at ar present location, 2001 East Main,
a congregational picture was taken between worship service and Bible
School on Sunday, May 27, 1984. To commemorate ouf hzthday, a
second congregational picture was taken on May1885.

A new evangelism thrustas begun with the Evangelism Explosion
program which was started Tuesday, January 1, 1985 involving class room
work, practice and actual ethe-job training. The purpose is to train
Christians to share their faith in Jesus in a natural way with the virorld
which we live.

Over the years we have seen an increased openness among the
churches of the community and more of a spirit of uni@ne of the
evidences of this is the Streator Choir Festival that is held annually with
many of the church choirs paripating. We were able to host this event on
Sunday evening, April 6, 1986 at 7:30. There were 405 in attendance for the
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superb concert and many remained for refreshments in Fellowship Hall
following the performance.

Mr. Bowmansubmitted his resignation iduly of 1986 to be effective
August 28 in order to accept the position of senior minister with the
Christian Church of Petaluma, California.

On August 25, 1986 Rondel Ramsey was called as minister of youth and
education with his first Sunday here to bepSember 7.

On August 25, 1986 the congregation also voted to make Clifford Allen
our missionary to England and he was added to the staff of Central Church
of Christ.

a 3 aQax | .Ao0fS aiddzReé F2NJ { SyA2z2N
studying and leming the scriptures, was started Wednesday, February 25,
1987 from 6:30 to 9:45 with a time included for questions and answers.

In order to keep more efficient records and improve the office
equipment which was outdated and in frequent need of repaimiaguter
fund was established in February of 1987 with a goal of $5,500.00. The
computer was purchased later in the year along with software which was
put into use early the following year.

Due to an increasm attendance and the desire to continue to
encaurage growth, in March of 1983 a committee was appointed to study
and research the possibility of providing more opportunities for worship for
Central. Junior worship was added on September 13, 1987 which htelped
alleviatethe crowding in the adultworship and gave those children a service
more challenging to their agén April 1988 a fortfive minute worship
service was started in the chapel at 7:30 a.m. which has been appreciated
by earlyrisers, farmers during their busy seasons, and those sdattedules
which made it impossible to attend the regular 9:00 a.m. service. Following
years of study, prayer, preparation and publicity, on October 4, 1992 we
OKIFIy3aSR 40® 01 &0IW@QNAKALI F2NXI 0 F RRA
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at 10:30 a.m. and havwyBible School classes at both the 9:00 and 10:30

time slots. This schedule not only provides plenty of room for worshippers
but also doubles the number of Bible School classes available for adults. The
transition was made smoothly thanks to the-aperation of the

congregation and the planning which preceded it. It seems that every week
we have new families joining us in worship; thus, in spite of some minor
inconveniences, the mission of growth and reaching new people with the
gospel is being accomplished

Our Senior adults (age 55 and up) had an organizational meeting June
HpEX mMpyT YR OK2aS (GKS yIFYS &, 2dzy 3
in their age group. January 26, 1988 was their first new style meeting from
10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., with a $® donation suggested to help cover the
cost of the meal. Through the years this group has grown to meet the needs
for fellowship throughout the community. They have regular meetings,
outings, trips, extravaganzas and FUN.

Late in October, 1987 the parkjot was expanded to pwide
approximately twentyfive extra parking spaces. At that time one of the
drives from the highway was taken out.

A big improvement was made the Fellowship Hall in June of 198§ b
installing sound absorption material on theilogeg thereby, deadening the
echo and reverberation that had always been a problem.

Central Church of Christ celebrated twedfiye years at 2001 East Main
on June 4, 1989 with Richard Sutherlin speaking at the morning service.

Central enteredthenewdegaS A G K GKS GKSYSSI acC
bAySGASaed YR mdopdn ola | &8SFEN 2F A
church. The opportunity arose to purchase the adjoining property to the
west of our building which gluded five acres, a house, a garage andgela
shed for the price of $75,000. The need for hiring a third minister to be
primarily involved with Christian Education, Singles Ministry, Senior Adult
Ministry, and adult education was also presented to the congregation at the
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same time as the propostd purchase the additional propertyon March

18, 1990 both proposals were approved and a big step was taken in faith.
April2d"6 1 a RSaA3Iylr SR daiANI Ot S { dzy RI &¢
of $52,878.79 had been given toward the purchase of the @rigpnext

door. Included in the purchase price were new Anderson windows and
shingles for a new roof. These repairs and improvements were done by the
men of the church as they were able to take time from their busy schedules.

In May the elders enthusiasaly recommended Robert E. Monts for
the position of Minister of Adult Ministries and the members voted to issue
the call. Mr. Monts, Judy, Jeremiah and Isaac moved into the house which
KS RS&aA3IylIFrGSR GKS a9oaidl iS¢ 2y wdAs &

Not only Central but therire community has been blessed by many of
the new programs and services which have been developed by our
ministerial staff as they have worked together in harmony and led by
example. Divorce Recovery, new Singles Ministries, Stress Management,
Depressiorseminars. Dealing with Teage Years, and Handling Anger are
some of the programs which have been offered to help people handle their
everyday problems.

The Young At Heart ministry has grown and attracted a positive
response from many. In Septemberoffi®@ G KS FANRG A & & dzS
I S+ NI 6 S| (ished and éontihidzdto informesiors of the events
planned and other items of interest to them.

The Missions Ministry Team had a dream to send someone from our
church to one of the missions that we regulanypport and in October 1990
that dream was realized when we sent Tim and Martha Hughes to
Tunbridge Wells, England kelp Cliff and Lynn Allen in their ministry there.
While there Mr. and Mis.Hughes not only carried out the Great
Commission, but also eaaraged our brothers and sisters who worship and
work with the church there.
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InJuly of 1991 Larry Goodwin, Rondel Ramsey and Patty Smith went to
Haiti to help on that mission field in many practical ways; in August of 1992
Jennifer Gebhardt was sent asegn missionary to New York; in 1994 a
large group joined with several from the Ancona church and went to the
Dominican taking medical supplies, glasses and other materials and money
which helped them. A return trip to the Dominicarasplanned for the yea
1996.

Because of a special designated gift, a big improvement was made to
the sanctuary in September of 1991 when new windows with built in shades
were installed on the west wall whigebeautiful and very functional.

I ySg OKAf RNBY @dion Ucdtoifek B 108Bvhichiwas & i |
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encourages the memorization of scriptures. Formertyldg Judy Monts,
Pathseekers mainder the direction of Jennifer Ramsey Wednesday
evenings for chiren Kindergarten through sixth grade during the school
year.

Thanks to a generous gift of one of our members new siding was put on
GKS a9aidliSe K2dzZdaS Ay b20SYOSNE wmdc
the outside of the house.
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By 1992 the roof on th#at part of the church building had developed a
number of leaks and damage occurred every time it rained. Estimates for
the repair were sought and it was determined that the cost would be
$36,950 using DarLast singleply vinyl roofing which would cargyfifteen
year warranty. The new roof was put in place during the spring of 1992 and
our people once again responded with generous gifts to help cover the
expense. It was necessary to take out anotleanito pay for the roof but,
since the interest ratewere quite low, enough was borrowed to pay off the
existing amount owed on the estate property and add it to whasw
borrowed for the roof, therby saving a substantial amount in interest. On
the first Sundayf 1994 we were able to burn that mortgage fitve new
property and third parsonage.

Much of the ceiling tile in our hallways and the foyer had been damaged
and had to be replaced with that work being started in mid August of 1992.
Many men, women, and teenagers and children helped to tear off the old
tile and then Arzee Construction put up the new tile. Our insurance paid for
70% of the damage to the ceiling tile after our deductible and with the

volunteer help saved over $4,000.
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Perhaps the stress of the loss of jobs helped the churches of the
community to recognize our need for unity as we joined forces in two
important causes. October 4, 1992 was the first life chain demonstration
taking a stand against abortion on North Bloogton Street and later in the
fall the first homeless shelter was opened in Streator and volunteers from
the various churches helped in the operationitof

55SOSY06SNI cX mMdhpH ¢l a RSarAaIylFrGSR |
responded with a tremendous @&fing and ever since that day offerings
have continued to be amazingly generous as Christians put their trust in God
and seek to do His will.

The van that had been purchased in 1982 had been a wise investment
and carried multitudes many miles and many pledut by 1993 it was
decided to start a bus fund and begin searching for a new vehicle. A 29
passenger minibus was purchased, delivered and paid for in full by the end
of April 1994 and has been a blessing to many people.
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A new phone system was donatadd installed in the church building in
February 1994 improving that area of communication. Later in the year the
small chapel was renovated with new carp@trough special gifts, vertical
blinds and new upholstered chairs were added.

The Monts family deided to invest in a home in the Blackstone area
and thus build some equity for their future, while continuing to minister
with us. They moved out of the church property in April and the house
NEOSAOBSR (GKS yS¢ yIYS 2F GClIAGK | 2¢
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4000

~ EVERY Y

PRAY TO END ABORTION

From July 11 to 24,994, a display was set up on the front lawn of the
church building. It was a witness of 4000 crosses illustrating the terrible
tragedy of the 4000 babies aborted in American every day. Many people
were touched and moved by the sight of those rows of aesand a
message was communicated to our community and those passing through
that we were making a statement opposing the practice of abortion on
demand throughout a pregnancy.
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Following our first pictorial directory in 1967 Central has hadatiories
printed in 1974, 19861990 1998, 2006, and 2009. All of these haveved
very helpful in connecting names with faces especially for new members.

Central Church of Christ celebrated her ®rthday throughout 1995.
The first major event was a revival gleend in April featuring former
pastors who returned to speak and renew acquaintances during times of
fellowship. On Friday, April 21Richard Sutherlin delivered the opening
message; on Saturday, April"2Richard Bersett spoke; on Sunday morning
JohnCastelein preached at all services; and the weekend concluded with a
concert Sunday evening by the Good Twins. We were happy that Marian
Sutherlin Charlotte Bersettand Marie Castelein accompanied their
husbands so that we were able to have time witlerhalso

An old fashioned barn raising was held Jun® ®ith many of the men,
women and older youth of the congregation coming earlthe day and
working diligently to complete as much of the bus barn to house our church

vehicles as possible.

50 2 i e e
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At5:00 p.m. on Sunday, Jul{) e officially celebrated the birthday
with homemade ice cream and cake, punslides and a video of past
events that are a part of the history of the church, and a giant balloon
launch prior to our regular evening servidée Fellowship Hall was
decorated in blue and gold using many of the balloons before they were let
loose in a fairly brisk breeze to soar in their colorful flight up, up and away
until they disappeared to the soutiCards were returned from Anchor,
FooslandChampaign and Urbana, all in lllinois. Following the evening
worship service, fellowship continued around a bonfire with a-gilogg.

Forty-six of our youth and adults attended the Christ In Youth gathering
in Bolivar, MO in July and many feanging dcisions and commitments
were made. This was followed with a Youth Explosion Augugtf8vith
/ SYGNXftQa 22NBKAL) . FyR fSIFRAYy3 GKS
Youth, speaking at each of the sessions, including all three of the Sunday
morningworship times. There was a tremendous outreach to the young
people of our community and wasexciting as weaw the harvest fran
this time of planting the seed of the gospel. Sunday, Augu8t&@s our
AYGSNYys 5y {YIitQa FAYylIf RIFI& gAGK

A countryfair was held Saturday, Septembétf®om morning until 6:00
p.m. with lunch served from noon to 4:00. The goal of the fair was to be an
outreach to the community and fellowship through a variety of activities
with a minimal charge from a nickel to a gtear Musical entertainment
was provided along with failype booths including a quilt show, petting zoo,
baby crawling, cake decorating and otheFhere were tournaments in
horseshoes, volleyball and checkers and cagen hog and husband
calling, threelegged and sack races, greased pig chase and other surprises.
¢tKS RIFIe 02y Ot dzZRSR gAGK | LISNF2NNI y(
talent. It was a day to remember.

The climax of the weekend was aid time family tent worship from
10:00 to 11:15 a.nmSunday, September T0The goal of this service was to
bring the weekend to a close with worship, praise and fellowship.
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Besidesa history book, therevasa cookbook published containing
recipes from current members, formanembers, and friends. A corgewas
KStR (42 RSGSN¥YAYS | yIYS F2NJ GKS O:
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were available in honor of this special year are mugs, plates, pens,
sweatshirts and -Bhirts.

The closing special activity for the yaeasheld in December. The
. SGKt SKSY 21 t1¢ Aa | 22daNySé ol O
visitors with their tour guides (Roman Centurions) come to the village of
Bethlehem they will see acted out befe them various events that
preceded the birth of Christ. Guests will be introduced to the prophet
Isaiah. They will see the angel Gabriel announce the birth of the Christ to
Mary. They will watch as Mary and Elizabeth greet one another with joy. As
visitors move closer to Bethlehem they will be treated to the sights and
avyStta 2F GKS @GAattrasS +ra AG 6l a Ay
will be in evidence. The strangers to the city will be required to be enrolled
in the Roman census and pay theixes. As weary travelers, all guests are
invited to the village inn to partake of refreshment and to hear the news of
the village. Next the group will be taken by their guide to the village
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marketplace to see a variety of shops that might have been foind i
Palestine around the time of thgirthday of Jesus, such as the carpenter
shop, bakery, candy maker, potter, grain mill, and weaver. Children can be
seen playing their games in the open market, the storyteller will relate an
ancient tale, and a strollingpusician will be singing the haunting melodies
of the ancients. As the tour leaves the marketplace area, they will visit the
shepherds on the hillside (ha! ha! We have no hillside) tending their sheep
and other animals. The shephendill lead the way tahe most glorious
AAIAKG 2F IftEXGKS yS602NYy oloe feAay:
worship and then the journey to Bethlehem Wik complete, and the family
of visitors will return to the present.

. S0l dzaS 2F (GKS oAt AinhehyfSmiddsahd D2 R
hands, His message is being shared in this community in a wide variety of
ways. Many different people have worked long and hard so that the
activities in which we have engaged would be an effective witness of the
[ 2NRQa f20So

Duringthe year 1996, the Elders and ministry staff prayed for guidance
YR RA&OdzA&aSR gléa (2 F2a0SNJ ANRSOF
+AAA2Yy3Zé 6L a | LILINPOSRO® ¢KAA LI I Y ¢
renovation of the existing building and budd addition ofa Ministry Center
GKAOK g2dz R K2dzAS (GKS YAYyAALBARQ 2-
Vision Team sought the assistance of Warren Rogers and the Christian
aSyQa ! aa20AF0GA2Yy @

Remodeling took place in the overflow area to create two nefices.
A concrete pad was poured in front of the bus barn. The church was treated
for termites.

The Easter Love Offering was divided between two projects: the
OKAf RNByQa LI @3aNRdzyR FdzyR I yR | Y]
has dedicated hisfé to Bible translation for one of the Bibless tribes of
India.
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Many opportunities to grow and learn through small groups were
offered: Ladies Bible study on Tuesday mornings, Tuesday evenings at Faith
House, SOLO singles ministry, Man to Man, Youhigart, and Evangelism
Explosion classes.

The youth ministry led by Rondeamseyoffered Sunday night Student
Insight, Impact Outreach for spe activities, and SALT. Fuaiders
activities helped the students to earn money for CIY and camp expesence

¢tKS OKAfRNBYyQa -YINRANXY OKKNXSRQFLY
adivities on Sunday nights forykearolds through 8 grade The Easter Egg
Hunt offered as an outreach to the communégd brought many children
eager for fun.

Two summer irgrns came from Lincoln Christian College: Jermel
Manns became the intern fgrouth ministry and Steve Osbobecame the
intern for music and worship.

Under the direction of Judy Monts, Michelle Bullen, and Christine Sass,
Bible bowl teams were formedn June, after many months of study of the
Bible and competition with other teams within the area, the Central Bible
Bowl teams went to the North American Christian Convention in Dallas,
Texas.

Members helped to donate medicines and medical supplies for a
missionary trip to the Dominican Republic. Rondel Ramsey led the group.
The members of the team were Amanda and Christine Sass, Sara Smith,
Amanda Stith, and Tiffani Sweeden.

The VBS program called Vacation Bible Ship had a high attendance of
209 childen and 75 adults. They raised $1000 for London Bridge Mission
led by CIiff and Lynn Allen.

Kent and Melanie Sanders were hired in July. Kent would serve as
worshipandsmallgro@ YAYA&AGSNI I yR aStlFyAS ¢

42



minister from nursery ge up through % grade. Both are graduates of St.
Louis Christian College.

Central hosted the community Thanksgiving Dinner. It served over a
hundred people with additional food packed up in boxes for many who
were not able to come to the dinner.

Rictard and Edith Hugoniot, missionaries working with Wycliffe Bible
Translators arrived in November. They spent a three month long furlough in
Streator.

At the beginning of December, the Bethlehem Walk presented
performances to 1,667 guests who took thetjpey back in time to the
night of the birth of Jesus.

The youth program was renamed to Frontline Student Ministries. The
Parentline newdtter was sent to parents gtinior highand senior high
students to inform them of student activities. Guitar lessavere offered
for students with the encouragement toip the student worship bandA
new program called Pathseekers began on Wednesday evenings for the
OKAf RNBY @ I Oflaa OFffSRX a. SO2YA\

In April, Jim and Barb Blalowere given Christian Service Awards for
the years of service in leading and teaching young people at Central.

After being given a special donation, a special committee met to come
dzL) g AGK RSaAdya F2NI GKS b2l KQa ! NJ
continued through the year until its completion.

June 29 was the Ground Breaking Ceremony for the new ministry
center. Bob Monts was the Master of Ceremony. Tim Hughes spoke
SYLKIF&aAT Ay3 /SyGNrftQa YAaairzy | yR
andthe worship band provided the music. The ground digging involved the
oldest of the group, Chleo Mathes, to the youngest, Brock Dodge. Other
significant participants were those who had served in the ground digging
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ceremony for the original building in 186 Arthur Allen, Opal Cinnamon,
Henry Johnson, Virginia Klein, Gene Missel, Verna Ramme, and Leah
Russow. The Student Leadership Team also helped in the digging to
NBLINSB&ASY(l (GKS OKUeWAuKQa Fdzidz2NBE Ay G

The VBS program called The Wild FemBiible Theme Park was held in
June. The highest day of attendance was on Tuesday with 214 children.
The missionary for the week was Marty Kirk. She was going to Kharkov,
Ukraine to work with the Team Expansion to help in the campus ministry
and churt planting.

After a successful year of Bible Bowl competition studying 1 and 2
Samuel, the Central teams went to the North American Christian
Convention in Kansas City, Missouri.

In September, Glen Cinnamon and Mark Walter organized teams of
workers tooperate six food tents at the Farm Progress Show. The money
earned from the sales of food was added to the Vision Fund.

In October, the Young at Heart Group went on a trip to Niagara Falls.

The Christmas season was started with the Bethlehem WalgreT
were 2,063 guests attending. A special Christmas service was held at the
Streator High wh 244 more people attending thahe previous year. Gifts
were collected for the Angel Tree Program. This program gave gifts to
children of prison inmates.

The collection taken on the last Sunday of the year, helped to raise the
Vision Fund to $84,474.47.

The year of 1998 accomplished many completed projexftsilfill the
Build the Vision an. Dwight Galyen was named as project coordinator for
the remodeling of the sanctuary. The platform was remodeled and new
carpet was installed in the sanctuary. Kevin McGuire became the chairman
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of the Technical Ministry. Wiring was replaced and improvements were
made to the sound system and lighting.

Severahew small groups were offered: Weigh Down and an Aerobics
class provided health activities, Solo Connection provided activities for
singles, Fresh Start provided encouragement for recently separated or
divorced, a book clutwvas started with discussions the books and the
aSyQa . ¢gélatlinfdbraha fellowship of men.

To close out the Family Month of March, the Membership Ministry
Team hosted a spaghetti dinner with a wonderful concert by Jason Gordon.
At the end of the evening, Tim and Marthere given an all expensed paid
Caribbean cruise from the congregation to celebrate 20 years of service at
Central.

A visual pager was installed in the sanctuary to communicate with
parents of little children. A new system was established in the cliéddca
program. As a parent would drop off a child, the parent was given a
y dzY 6 S NIp LT GKSNB 461 & | LINRPwouBY & A i
appear in the digital box in the sanctuary.

Easter was celebrated with a dramaand makizl f f SR éa ¢ S
LJ2 NIi N> @ SR (0 K S lifée dn&arth &t Risssur2cion.WiBel dza Q
hundred seventy fiv@eople attended the moving drama. The offering
brought the total for the Vision Fund up to $110,000.

In May, Kent Sanders was ordained into the minystiA former teacher
2 T Y Brygféssbalarry Doggett from St. Louis Christian Colifieiated
at the ordination ceremony

In the same month Tom and Diane Hallam were honored with a
distinguished service award for their faithful service in Chnstducation
Ministry. Their dedication to working with high school students is
appreciated as they guide the students in the study of the Bible and show
them how to apply those truths to their everyday lives.
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Pictures were taken and a new Pictorial Dioeg was compiled.

In the spring, the building project began with excavation. However,
because of a severe rainstorthe hole filled up with waterThe community
0S3Aly G2 2218 lFo2dzi GKS 0A3 &6AYYA)
pumping out the vater and making some corrections in the foundation, the
building process continued through the summer and the fall. In November
efforts were increased to complete the brickwork so the building would be
enclosed before bad weather. In December, over twousand pounds of
steel was moved into the basement of the Ministry Center to reinforce the
basanent walls with steel beam#&dany people donated their time and
talents to get these things accomplished.

The VBS program called Sonlight Island took pladeria. About 200
children a day participated in the program and $1469.10 was raised for the
missionaries from Puerto Rico, Chuy and Jane Ramirez.

The Bilte Bowl teams continued to corgge in the local round robins
bringing home some trophies. In June tham attended the North
American Christian Convention in St. Louis, Missouri.

Bethlehem Walk took place at the beginning of December with 2,067
visitors. A combined Christmas service took place at the Streator High
School with 817 attending.

The firstSunday of 1999 brought a heavy snowstorm. Very few people
were able to attend that service. Fortunately, many people were able to
listen to the service on the radio. The work on the Ministry Center
continued despite the bad weather with the help of peme heaters.
Volunteers brought in warm meals to feed the workers.

In February, Jermel Manns, the student ministry intern accepted a
position with the Fox Valley Christian Church in Batavia. He began as an
intern starting in the summer of 1996. Higgt interaction with the
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students and his big smile would be missed. In October, Jermel was
ordained into the fultime ministry.

In March, Tyson Graber, was welcomed to Central as the new student
ministry intern. He was a student at Lincoln ChristialheQe majoring in
Preaching and Youth Ministry.

The Easter offerings were designated for two projects: half of the
money was sent to Lincoln Christian College to help install an elevator in the
chapel building and the other half was used to make reghiys / Sy (i NJ f
kitchen.

At the Christian Education Banquet in May, Lucille Smith was honored
with the teacher of the year plague. When she was asked when she started
teaching, she said that at 14 she began presenting the object lesson for the
Bible storyin Junior Worship. On this yeahe had been teaching for 32
years. She was commended for her commitment and motivation in
teaching young people about the Bible truths.

In June VBS program called Soncastle Faire brought in many children
from the commuiity and many willing workers. The missionaries for the
week were Paul and Emily Linge.

hy WdzyS wmzZ /SyaNIrt NBOSAOSR | &L
from the Streator Area Chamber of Commerce and Industry. The award was
given in appreciation ofgrsonal commitment to improving the quality of
life in Streator through generous volunteer services. In particular the award
was given for our service to the community through the Bethlehem Walk.

BobMonts offered several bike and camping activitidde challenged
members to join Rock Riv&hristianCamp as it offered a Boundary Water
Canoe Wilderness trip in northern Minnesota.

The Bible Bowl teams competed in July at Denver, Colorado at the North
American Christian Convention. This year two yaueg from the church,
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Jeremiah Monts and Austin Buschalsocom@ 1 SR Ay (GKS @& 2dz
competition.

Ly {SLGSYOSNE W2y | dAKS&ax ¢AY | dAa
Lincoln Christian College, demn as a preaching intern. Timas able to
mentor hisson with researching and writing sermons, making evangelistic
calls andaking him orpastoral calls plus visits to the hospital and nursing
homes.

At the church picnic in September, there was an open house at the
Ministry Center. The building was natished but people were able to see
the progress done at that point.

ONRO 9f RSN aAyAadNARSa 61 & | RRSR i
preaches and holds services over the internet. Therivdt ministry opens
up a worldwide expansion of the gospel

The year ended with the Bethlehem Walk and the Christmas service at
the Streator High School of 857 attending. Donations of 80 gifts were
presented to the Angel Tree Program. The Sonshine Singers presented a
Christmas musical and a full crowd attendde annual Christmas
/| KAt RNBYQa t NRPANIY FyR /IyYyRfStAIKIG

The hysteria about the coming of the year 2000 was calmed as the
world did not end and the computers did not all crash. As thergldnd
Deacons started the newyear, theymade a pledge of commitment to serve
the Lord and this congregation in the new Millennium.

In February Bob Monts resigned after working at Central for 9 %% years
as Minister for Adult Education. Bob was responsible for starting many
Bible classes like &img to Know Central, training of teachers, parenting
classes, Fresh Start, a divorce recovery support group, a group for substance
FodzaS> YSyQa ol aiSaolttx 32t FAy3I 2
GNR LA 6AGK GKS | 2 dzyHs tdaching aBditrhiding $kisy A :
helped to equip many with Bible knowledge and spiritual growth. His
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service would be missed. He left to become a new director of adult
education program at Lincoln Christian College. His wife, Judy, also
contributed alot during her time at Central. She taught in the Beginners
Department, worked to encourage stay-home mothers, and started and
led the Bible bowl teams.

Melanie Sanderoffered a nev ministry for children called, t NI A & A y =
Puppetsh &his ministry atiwed children to present songs and Bible stories
in a fun, lively manner.

The Worship Ministry chose Cheryl Cinnamon to receivé/tbeship
Ministry Award. She uses her exceptional musical talents aplafgthe
organ and piano for worship services aticects the choir.

¢CKS 9FaidSNI LINRPANYY g1 & I RNIYI Ol
t SGSNI G2t R I 3ANRdzL) 2F OKAf RNBY | 02«
triumphant resurrection. The attendance for all four services was 1222.

The 7:30 service as moved to the Upper Room in the Ministry Center
in May. This service was a bit different. The sermon was the same,
however, the music is different and the service is abbreviated. The elevator
was available for anyone who had difficulty with the saitn addition, the
staff moved into their new offices.

A new summer youth intern, Andy Hamilton, arrived at the end of May.
He was a student at Johnson Bible College. Also Tiffany Sweeden began
G2NJAY3 & Iy AYOGSNY Ay (GKS OKAf RNJ

Thisyear VBS program called Son Zone incorporated a science theme to
help children look for the formula for living the Christian life. They were
shown how the Bible should be used as their textbook. Eric Elder was the
missionary for the week. He helped tbkildren see the positive influence
computers and the internet could be for Christians in the modern world.

The highest attendance day for VBS was 215 children. The children raised
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kidsranch.org.

In September two new web sites were opened to the public:
christiscentral.com andww.crtelco.com/~centralc/frontline.html These
sites were designed by Eric Elder and woudfdrdnformation about the
YAYAAGNE adFFFZ GKS OKdzZNOKQA o0SftAS-

Starting in the fallPennis McDannald came as an intern to work with
the student ministries. He was a student at Lincoln Christian College.

Bethlehem Wdlk attracted 2435 visitors. Central offered a shuttle
service for the first time to the Streator High School for the Christmas
service. It was attended by 1066 people.

A new president had been elected in 2001. Tim questioned the
O2yANB Il GA2Y T &/ Fy ''YSNROIF 06S | 3INI
Can our civilization survive if people forget God &urd to the ways of the
g2 NIIRBK élj dz2 1 SR WI Y S de stakeRthewPofeIutute dfS K |
American civilization, not on the power of government but upon the
capacity of each and every one of us to govern ourselves according to the
¢Sy /2YYlIYRYSyGa 2F D2R®¢ | S SyO2c«
nation and jon the community prayer meetings that would be taking place
on Thursday nights at the City Hall.

In February, Butch Ringwald was accepted as ministenarge of adult
discipleship He and his wife Dian have two adult children. He is a 1981
graduate ofJohnson Bible College. He had served at churches in Tennessee,
Indiana, Louisiana, Oklahoma, and Kentucky.

At the end of March, Rondel Ramsey resigned from the position of
Student Ministries. He had accepted a position at Lincoln Christian College
as he head of the youth ministry department. Rondel had served at
Central for 15 years. He and his wife, Jennifer would be missed. Jennifer, a
very talented musien, had served to accompanyany worship services
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with her piano playing. She worked ashaiich secretary and was always a
adzLILI2 NI A PGS KSELISNI 2 w2yRSt Qa @&2dzif
just out ofJohnsorBible Gollege with a heart to lead young people to serve
God. He taught, trained, guided, and helped to mold the youth of Centra

LG 61&a 2F0iSy KSFNR FNRY w2yRSfX ac¢i
and energetic manner led so many young people to dedicate their lives to
full-time service for God. Many students were baptized and went on to

serve in the church and go to Bitcollege due to the influence that Rondel

had on their lives.

On April 29, a special dedication ceremony took place for the Mynist
Center. AreceptionwashefdlA G K / SY i N} f Qad f SI RSN&
building.

A Homecoming Celebration whested on July 29to welcome home
the members from the past and alsatime toget acquainted with new
people in the church. There was a picnic meal, lots of games, music under
the big top, and a commissioning service for Roftehseylt was a day of
lots of fun and also a day of tears as it was a time to say-ygedo Rondel
and Jennifer.

CKAA @SFNDa GKSYS FT2NJ +.{ gta {2y
attended each day and over a $1000 was raised for Jarod and Anna Odle
who work for Harvest Prayéfinistries out of Indiana.
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Beginning in September staff and some other members entered into a
coaching process calledNet. During the next 28 months they would be
attending 8 meeting at Lincoln Christian College to put together an
Intentional DiscipleViaking Process. The elders had set a goal of at least 54
people being involved inF S (i ® ¢CKAA aGFyRa T2N ad
Discipleship Churches. The leadership of Central realized that there were
some barriers which were hindering our church frath NNE A y 3 2 dzi
Great Commission. At this time a Discipleship Ministry Team was formed to
help establish and administer this discipleship process. Those imtjain
began with meetings watchingdeos with informatiorin the Upper Room.

On Septenber 16, Jonathan Hughes, eldest son of Tim and Martha
Hughes was ordained into the Christian ministry. Jonathan had served as an
intern with his father as part of his training. A reception was held after the
ceremony to celebrate the special day.

The Yung at Heart Group enjoyed a trip to the Smoky Mountains in
September.

An oldfashion family carnival was enjoyed on September 30. This year
projects made by all ages were displayed and judged in the bus barn. There
were games, food, an obstacle coursed karaoke. To end the day,

/| SYGNI £t Qa FAySad OG2NAR LISYEsRS DA |
I I éndth some(pickinkandgrinin: 1t was a day for fun and lots of laughs.

In November, Darin Hesen was accepted to become director of Yout
Ministries. He is a graduate from Lincoln Christian College in 1993.dHe ha
worked with churches in MiVernon, lllinois and Indianapolis, Indiana. He
had helped to found Revive Ministries which helped local churches with
youth ministries. He and higife, Sharla, have four children.

Bethlehem Walk was experiencegt 2350 people. The Christmas
service at Streator High School was enjoyed by 811 people.
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The leadership of Central continued to focus on discipleship in 2002 as
they moved forward with te FNet Training. Groups met to read and study
GKS 02212 45Aa0ALX Sa ' NS al RS bz2i
attended more training at Lincoln Christian College. This training was to
prepare leaders with skills to lead small groups in deepertiagspiritual
growth of the members.

LYy CSONHzZ NBX / KAfRNBYyQa aAyAiaidSNE
years of service. She continued to serve in other ways. She shared her
beautiful voice many times as she joined the worship band. She continued
to teach the & and 4"grade Sunday School class with Martha Hughes. She
inspired and helped create many of the dramas and musicals.

5dzZNAy3 GKS CrFYAfe& az2yiK 2F al NOKZ
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family therapists. They shared Biblical marriage principles with real life
examples.Fifty-sixpeople participated.

For Easter, Kent Sanders and the worship team presented a program
SYyGaAaidt SR ahyOS F2NJ ! f f2npeoplet Kn8 a S NI
Easter offering was used to pay on the Ministry Center loan and the other
half was sent to Lincoln Christian College for their building improvement
program.

5FNAY NBYlFIYSR GKS {dzyRI& S@SyAiy3
In April he pesented to Central teens a new experience in worship. The
RSodzi 2FX a¢KS {KSRé 41 a 2LISYySRo® (
transformed by adding a stage and sound equipment. It would provide a
LX F OS T2 NJ G:Ky6¢ {IUNRIEAA &2 B®ANE QfieasN@ng ¢ A (i K
their talents. It would be the new meeting place for the Sunday evening
youth sessions. He also encouraged the youth to attend the Cornerstone
Christian Rock Festival.

Two new interns began their work at Central in May. Lucas Motley
workedwith Tim Hughes as a preaching intern. Matt Crossman worked
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with Darin Hansen as a youth intern. Both young men were students at
Lincoln Christian College.

{KFNII IFyaSy 61 a4 KANBR Ay ! dAadzai
Director. She had helped at&lIS @St & 2F OKAf RNByQa v
husband at a church in Mt. Vernon, IL. She was employed for twenty hours
a week.

Ly 1 dz3dzadz G4KS . { LINRBINIY 61 a& Ol
Using the book of Proverbs as their guide, the children werg tiui & & dzNX
skills: for living the Christian life.

Young At Heart took a trip to Branson to see the fall colors and enjoyed
the musical shows.

The first DiscipleQuest group was started in October on Tuesday
evenings. This group of about 12 people fexaion Bible reading and study
and developing a close relationship with other Christians in a small group. A
model group of a DeepQuest demonstrated what activities would take place
on a Sunday evening in November. Future groups would be offered in the
next year.

The Bethlehem Walk program hosted 2,406 visitors. Of the people
filling out the information cards, 56% of the people were first time visitors.
Of those people, 13% said that they rarely attended church.

George Bundy retired after serving astodian for eight years. Mike
Pastirik was hired to take his place.

In 2003 Central continued to pursue the DiscipleQuest Model. Two
groups were offered taking into account the growth stage of the
participants. The DiscoverQuest group focused attentio helping people
find Christ or helping them to gain assurance and a basic understanding of a
new life in Christ. The DeepQuest group would help develop basic habits of
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the Christian life including consistent Bible study and reading, memorizing
scriptures and deep personal growth.

I adzZlJL2 NI 3INRdzL) OF f f SRY aDNASTF { K
Galyen and Jack Hauger. This group offered encouragement and healing for
anyone going through the grief process.

Ly 'TLINARES Iy 9 adtsK) BNABYLINBASYS8RBE
narrated bythe Apostle Paul as he told the importance of the Last Supper,
the Crucifixion, and the Resurrection. The Easter offering was divided
between the Mexican Mission trip and new chairs for the lower level of the
Ministry Center.

A secret surprise party was given for Tim and Martha Hughes honoring
them for 25 years of service at Central. They were given a giant check. The
check would be used to help them with expenses for the World Convention
to be held in Brighton, Etand in 2004.

In May, Darin and Sharla Hansen resigned from their positions at
Central. Darin had acceptedasition in Neoga, lllinois as the senior
minister. Even though their time at Central had been short, their influence
and gifts of service haldeen appreciated.

¢tKS 9f RSNE |yy2dzyOSR (KS& KIR | RR
personnel to the paid ministry staff. Jamie Galyen and Bonnie Dimmig
wouldbecef SF RSNA Ay (GKS OKAf RNBYyQa YAy
assist them.

In June, 34 peoplwith the high school youth and adults went on a
mission trip to Tijuana, Mexico. Theylbbtvom M Q 0¢€& HHQ K2 dza
family.

Cliff and Macia Goodwinwent to Unalakleet, Alaska to work in a
Christian camp. They ferried campers by boat to cdampt the generators
going, cooked, and cleaned for the summer camping season.
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